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Introductory courses in linguistics are often students’ first and only encounter with the
field. While an intro course must present the theories and methods of linguistic analysis to
prepare students for future study, it also provides an opportunity to foreground relationships
between language and power in society at large. This presentation outlines our process of
updating an online open educational resource (OER) in response to recent calls to action on
inclusivity in linguistics pedagogy (see Charity Hudley et al. 2020a,b, Sanders et al. 2020). We
describe the steps we took to introduce linguistic theory while emphasizing social justice,
countering biases, giving prominence to Indigenous language content and perspectives, and
calling attention to the relationship between language and socio-political power.
In response to critiques of the first edition and in an effort to offset a long-standing
modality bias in linguistics for spoken languages, we included analysis of signed languages
throughout, with many new examples signed by a paid deaf signer. The phonetics chapter
presents the articulators for sign alongside those for speech, and the chapter on first language
acquisition confronts the risks of language deprivation for deaf children without access to signed
language. Other chapters incorporate illustrative examples from signed languages without an
exceptionalist framing. To help ensure that the overall discussion of signed languages and deaf
people was accurate and affirming, we paid a deaf scholar to review the work before publication.
The resource directly addresses the colonial history of the field of linguistics (see e.g.,
Leonard 2020) and acknowledges the ways that Canada’s settler policies caused harm to
Indigenous people and their languages. We made efforts to redress these harms by integrating
Indigenous languages through most chapters and by including first-person narratives from people
working to reclaim and teach Kanienʼkéha, Nishnaabemwin, Michif, and Hul’q’umi’num’. We
also paid Indigenous scholars to review the work before publication.
Following recent initiatives to make linguistics more relevant to students’ lived
experiences (e.g. Calhoun et al. 2021), we chose to delay introducing the usual theoretical and
structural topics of a typical intro course. The revised OER instead opens with an explicit
discussion of the relationships between language and social power. This chapter discusses topics
such as linguistic standards and prestige, attitudes about accents, and linguistic discrimination.
Throughout the other chapters, justice continues to be highlighted. For example, the chapter on
child language acquisition addresses the biases among researchers that led to the well-known, but
problematic, finding of the “30 million word gap” (Hart & Risley 1995; cf. Sperry et al. 2018).
By having an early and repeated framing of linguistics within the context of justice, we invite
readers to consider the social implications of what they are learning.
Finally, the modality of the OER itself furthers justice. While the most widely-used print
textbooks cost over $100, the OER is free. The online, multimodal content is presented in text,
audio, and video to suit learners’ preferences or accessibility needs, and interactive quizzes allow
a quick comprehension check within each unit. We strove to maximize accessibility with
subtitled videos and transcripts, alt text for images, and dedicated coding for screen readers, all
immediately available in a single place rather than separate supplemental resources.
Our presentation discusses our efforts to provide accessibility, to promote justice, to
reduce bias, and to decolonize our teaching. We present examples of these efforts, both at higher
levels of organization and at lower levels within individual chapters. We conclude by reflecting
on the challenges we encountered and those that remain to be addressed in future work.
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